
Dear Hilda,

Your most recent letter fas wonder. I've copi00 most of it and
run it up into a column. Ho~ever I left out the parts de cribin the
diff rent ch r cteris~ics of your children. I wasn't sure you'd ivant
that (or that they'd want it nublished, tough it's very enjoyable. If
it's allright 0 call them by name an describe them that way - you can
let me know and I CeD use it some other time in anoth0.r column. I love
that XXR abo t babies bei~g 0 adorable in ~onor of the Infant Seviour.

idea

Your lettc"Y'sBnd your boole too 0 right to my he rt. I ,ish I could
m~et you in nsrson some~ime because I would like to ~~rx ask you many
questions but haven't the patience to take them throu h letters. I would
as' ou all bout yeu:, family and the Bantry Bay characters - just to get
everybod strai ht n my mind. If you arc the Brigid of B ntry Bay and

the age thon that Brigid ~as in the book - (the d .te on the cave 1930)
then you and I mu. t be the same age or close to i. But then your oldest
has nine ye rs on my olrlvst - so you lould have had to marry very young.
Maybe you are Brigid with a few alteration. The castle incident in
l"rancie on the Run has me goihg and coming. The lines Francie snea {s and
in fnct the old lady describec sound as though they must have been real
life incidents becu e I couldn't have dreamed of anyone crerting such
terrific characters in fiction ! Did it really hapuen like that? If you
just "m8de uP" that situation, characterizations and dialogue then you're
even more '1onderful than I fir~t sunposed. And believe me, the first
supposition had you omewhere up i'"the sky.

Ny child-r'enlove the stories~ The other da;y Je-ey askeCi nie, "Hother,
are '1elris too?" and I nd, "Yes 've are." nd Joseph grinned and
s ~ -".' 0'1;1 ! Then 1 have to gith the English !" and he seemed to 'pelish
the tho ght. ust be in hi bmood l Ny mother never spoke much of her
narent' C' background. I th-'nk she just to"'k it all for granted and never
realized thot it might e fa, cinating tous. One time 1e visited the cemetery
at her father's g~ave. And then I noticed for ta:irst time, that his
fat rand mothe:- ere buried there too. 'JellI knell that ny grandmother

pd co e over all alone at the age of sixteen - the only one of her family
to cone her~ - ~nd I h8~ somehow supnosed th~t my Grnndfat er hac come alone
too - so I asked mother: HOT come Grandna j~ Boyan brought his father
and mothe-r alon'7?" .d.nd~he said, "::Iedidn't brin them. ~ brought him.
His father had to come and had to take his whole family with him because he
v- a revolutionary - pnd wanted by the "1g1ish - there W'1 a price on is
he"d.1I It seens od0 t _ t they tooe al that for granted •. I think they
vle?'e livi-1g too close to histlOry to sense it. They ,"ere a p8rt of it.
1'," r~ot er ,·m s one of four girls and one boy. 'lneonly boy (3 s nam d
" villian Jerome Sarsfied •••II and I don It km'1 hOH mahy rther patriotic
nam efore you C .me tnthe Boyan.

The c.ildren play Bantry Bay all day long now. Billy ~ill onl; answer
to the name "Francie O'Sullivan" and Joseph is Liam. They have it sort of
~i:Red un. In the book rigid and --ichael are tl-leolder ones. But h()me her
~' rgar8t F ry (4) is Brigid end . rk (3) is :r.achael. '.l'heyraIl "0'
ull ivan " at he Dresent time. :rhe love. t e book:.~C'.J'kyou selIn:. .Lhsy

11.,:''0 look at the lJortrait of the "lhole family. Josonh had another cry
f.or himself ,·rhenhe fonnd out the story of that long walk h0me from Farmer
}lynn's really ha~uned. TIe criec sevsral timos during th reodinp of it.
Hn us so u ~et t the nlight of Nichael and Brigid. Ann 0v""r once in a '\'1hile
he'd ask, "But it's only make believe. Just a story, i nIt it?" So I said
yes othe'~1jiseI don't _:'10W heM "m'd have re"d it ith hin we ping allover
the placo. :!oll iThen your letter cal~e that said it "as ':.rue- •')•.l Joey
has a v'''r''lrsyr:lPthetic nature. And this "Francie on the' Hun" is almost too




